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INTROOUCTION

Have you ever wondered why the outline of a giant moose, visible only from the air,
is carved into a remote South American plain? Why the ancient monarchs of Tunistan
lie mummified in their desert tombs wearing gem-studded antlers on their crowns?
Why freso paintings of mooses in silver suits, emerging from flying saucer-like
vehicles, line the temple walls of old Pompeii?

Neither have we, which may be why these blatant fabrications have nothing to do

with the true origins of Moosemas. In fact, Moosemas was created in 1984 to fill

a void (no, not the one in the White House). Modern Paganism is well-stocked with
holidays; but while they may be celebrated with great joy, they do lack something
essential to the human spirit: the opportunity to dress up in funny costumes and

be silly. Further, they can be very strenuous affairs, what with dancing and magick
and carefully executed rituals: there are few chances to relax and loaf until the
end of the evening, when you're too tired to really enjoy it,

Thus Moosemas was born, an Erisian Sabbat where people can relax, have fun, and
"moose out" in congenial company. It is partly a Pagan, adult substitute for
Halloween as practiced by children across America. It is partly a mellow party
with an odd theme. It is equal parts of play, rest and healing.

Why a moose? Mainly because the name sounds funny. HNo disrespect to the Moose
Spirit is intended. In fact, if your Moosemas celebration makes a few bucks, why
not send a donation to the National Wildlife Federation in thanks to the true moose
spirit -- a proud and free one -- for the use of the pretend moose spirit, which is
funny and mellow.

Many thanks are due to the coveners of Qur lady of the Woods, who organized the

First Moosemas celebration, and to all those who participated and who can retrieve
certain Polaroids for $5000 in unmarked bills of small denominations. A1l in all,
it's a nice way to spend an evening -- and fun, which was ever part of the good life,
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This enlightened one is "moosing out”
in honor of the Cosmic Ungulate, and
This man mocks Moosemas by his labor, is carning valuable karma points
and will be reborn as a coral polyp. redecmable for a toaster oven.
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The great holiday of MOOSEMAS -- also known as Moosnassad, Candlemoos, or Yulmoos --
comes from the old Saxon word mooz, meaning “to lounge about, chatting idly and
munching on Fritos." Related words are sclmooze and snooze.

Sometimes called the Vernautumnal Solstice, it is considered a "moveable feast" --
which is to say that it is celebrated on different dates each year, and often
several times a month as needed.

This day is sacred to the Hornéd God in His aspect of Bullwinkle the Moose. It is
a holiday for taking: taking time, taking stock, taking five, taking hot pizza from
the oven in a primitive symbolic birth ritual older than the frisbee.

It has been hinted that many American presidents were members of a secret occult
lodge honoring the Moose, which emerged in the public eye as Teddy Roosevelt's
Bull Moose party shortly after the turn of the century. Many occult purists feel
that present-day politicians have perverted the ancient teachings of this order,
emphasizing the Bull far more than the Moose.

There are many ways to celebrate Moosemas, all incorrect. Actually sleeping or even
hibernation are most favored of the Gods, but other possibilities are:

* Loafing, lounging, nmapping, "veging out," pretending to meditate, drifting in
and out of light trances, hanging out, viewing TV (on or off), and low-energy
partying with very mellow friends.

* Disconnecting the telephone and doorbell.
*'Eurning distasteful letters from utility companies without opening them,

* Playing cards or board games while making Tove in a tub filled with
fragrant warm oils (if you don't move too fast).

g} * Feasting on ritual foods, such as a fresh loaf of bread in Bull-
winkle's image,.. fruit juice... roast goose... and of course,
chocolate mousse.

* Avoiding taboo activities such as shaving, worrying, weeding the
lawn, housework, and thinking.

* Decorating the altar with snack foods, several goblets of
wine, furry hand puppets, long rubber objects, and love
sonnets to yourself.

* Dressing in brown, fuzzy robes and loafers, and invoking
the Gods in a2 hoarse, bugling voice as rarely as possible,
from a horizontal position.

50 let us all honor the old ways on this day of holy days: with minimal exertion,
go forth and MOOSE OUT!




MOOSSARY OF TERMS

MOOSTERY -- Puzzle, enigma; or a drama in which a hairy brown detective with horns
investigates a murder,

MOOSIVE -- Huge, gigantic; as in "His organ was moosive, and when he played with it
the sound was indescribable.”

AMODSING -- Humorous, entertaining; enough to make a moose guffaw.

MOOSTURBATION -- Autoeroticism; i.e., groping with a moose in the back seat of your
loyota. UOr, confabulating with your own gentiles until organism
is aroused.

MOOSCOW -- The capitel of the Union of Soviet Moosialist Republics.

THE NINE MOOSES -- The spirits of inspiration and the arts. In traditional Discord
ian lore, the Nine Mooses lived on Mount Pelican, and were named:

Mnemoosynee: Memory of oversights forgotten until it's too late to do anything
about them,

Kralia: Moozak played over elevator sound systems.

Cleeno: History, revised or made up to emphasize the glorious achievements of
moosekind.

Cloppity: Heroic poetry about mooses, especially limericks, especially bawdy.

Terpsychiatry: Dancing Freudian therapists.

Melpom-pom: Tragedies about high-school-aged mooses who tried out for Varsity

Cheerleading and were rejected because of their species.

Eroto: Erratic poetry about mooses in love and one dies during organism.

Eustace: Flute moozak, or any kind of rhythmic noises through hollow objects
with holes in the end.

Polypropylene: Sacred songs about Bullwinkle, which there aren't any but you

could make one up, Like "Nearer, My Moose, to Thee" or maybe
"Good King Moosceslas.”

MOOSLETOE -- Sacred plant which grows on mooses, once part of ancient rites involving
wonderful orgies (see "MOOZOLA PARTY"), now reduced to the tradition
Lhat you must kiss any moose upon which it is growing.

MOOSWICH -- Velveeta, mayonnaise and a moose between two slices of Wonder Bread; also
any Witch initiated into the Moosteries of Bullwinkle.
MOOSIAH -- Spiritual leader whose coming was prophesied in the 01d Moostament:; at
Moosemas celebrations, the glad cry rings out, "The Moosiah comes! (and
comes, and comes, and comes...,)"

MOOSLIM -- A Middle Eastern sect of the Moosteries, whose adherents believe that

"There is but one Moose, and Bullwinkle is his name." They worship in
temples called moosques.

MODSELTOV! -~ A traditional cry of blessing and congratulation, called out to anyone
seen in public in the company of a moose.

(continued)
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MOOSSARY -- PAGE 2

DISMDOSE -- To remove ones moose, or send one away without ones moose. See Mooserable.
MOOSTARD -- A spicy, yellow or brown substance used as a condiment -- often with catsup.
MOOSIST -- Having prejudice, or discriminating against someone, because they are not

a moose. Some stereotypes about non-mooses include the belief that they
are lazy; are money-grubbing; have natural rhythm; are frigid and humor-
less: are devious and inscrutable; are incredibly passionate; have big
= dongs; have small dongs; or spend huge amounts of money on’weapons. Most
o= of these notions are obviously libelous and untrue, and it behooves us to
' treat non-mooses with the respect that any living creature deserves. Of
course they would be out of place in our country clubs or forests, but in
their own habitats such as bowling alleys and laundromats they can be quite
charming.

MOOSEMESS -- What's left after Moosemas.

MICKEY MOOSE -- Popular cartoon creature with a big smile and deformed horns. Cult
centers are in Florida and California, where millions come to worship.
A sect of gurus called "Mooskateers” had a large following among
children and the intellectually disadvantaged, but have apparently
been driven underground,

MOOSINFORMED -- Having knowledge and wisdom which could not have come through the
normal four senses, but was "channeled" from Bullwinkle himself.

MOOSLES -- Having a fever and small red dots all over ones skin; a sign that one has
been hlessed by Bullwinkle in his wsual inept manner.

WEREMOOSE -- One who transforms into a moose on the night of the Full Moon. A good
example is the current President of the United States. 5o far scientists
and magicians have not been able to discover a way to make the effect
permanent,

JOLLY OLD ST. NICKELMOOSE -- A fat moose in a red coat, who flies through the air on
Moosemas Eve, comes down your chimney, and deposits a surprise under
your Moosemas tree.

MODSCEGENATION -- Having intimate relations with a moose not of your social class.

MODSERABLE -- An emotional state where one is desperately unhappy because a relation-
ship with a moose is on the rocks. One may suffer guilt and remoose,
and spend a lot of time remimoosing about happier times together.

MOOSE MAGICK -- Thaumaturgical ritual in tune with the phases of the moose; working
with Mew Moose energies (a baby moose), Full Moose (one which has
just eaten), the Waxing Moose [one which does floors), and the Waning
Moose (a sexually satisfied bull moose). The Dark of the Moose (one
which is asleep) is a powerful time for moosing out.

MODSE OUT -- To loaf, party mellowly, chat idly and munch Fritos, lounge around, relax.

VAMOOSE -- Ope of the Undead mooses, which may suck on you in the night; or, to leave
town late at night, Tong before the posse is organized.
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TIPS on ORGANIZING
JOUR MOOSEMAS CELEBRATION

You've been lying awake into the cold, gray hours before dawn, agonizing over
the great question which has stymied the minds of the world's philosophers,
sages and mages for centuries: how can I celebrate Moosemas?

Now, thanks to the courage of a small but intrepid band of pioneer Moosemas-
organizers, a tiny glow of knowledge has illuminated the vast ignorance of
humankind on this subject. Herewith, at the cost of buckets of blood, sweat
and spilled beers, we offer potentially sound advice on organizing a Moosemas
celebration in your very own neighborhood, village or urban sprawl. This
information is under a limited 30-day warranty.

A. TIMING: When is Moosemas? MNow you have the Godlike power to choose the
date of a minor holy day. Ordinary moose sense would suggest that you
should not schedule it on or near major holidays such as Yule, Beltane or
Grover Cleveland's birthday, unless you want to limit participation. For
your full-scale, semi-public, mass involvement-type Moosemassi, consider:
April 1... February 14... or early October, 2
. J'!IJr Pozssihle locafion
B. FACILITIES: Where is Moosemas? It may he ™
that you wish to hallow the walls (and the A
carpets) of your own home with the warm,
pulsing enerqgy of divine Moosehood... or
perhaps you have a gullible friend.

Our celebration, however, was held in a
community center, which charged only a
nominal fee as long as we did all the
clean-up. We did not go into detail with their secretary regarding the sacred
nature of the event, but simply explained that it was a costume party for the
members and friends of our church. Check your local park district for their
rental policies, or find a Unitarian church with a sense of humor.

Bear in mind that you will need parking close to an entrance, or a room for
people to change into their costumes... a kitchen... bar area... moppable
floor... controlled access... and privacy from other meetings and events.
Be candid about the presence of alcoholic beverages (unless you choose to
hold a non-alkaloid Moosemas) and food (unless you don't eat due to death
or other medical or religious reasons).

C. ATTENDANCE POLICY: Highly recommended:
limit it to Pagans, Paganoid friends
ar Discordian New-Agers. One must
appreciate the unconventional in order
to savor the sublime tackiness of it.

{continued)

Typical Moosemas participants 6






